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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Currently pending claims are 9-16. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/27/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Argument 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the subject matter of the instant claims have been 
fully considered but are not persuasive. 

4. As per independent claims, Applicant asserts the prior-art does not teach having start 
information which is different from the icon mage pixels and it is additional information, 
embedded in a plurality of predetermined places uniquely associated with the user within the 
icon image, different from the icon image pixels making up the original icon image (Remarks: 
Page 8 / 1 st Para). Examiner respectfully disagrees because (a) the original icon image , as 
recited in the claim, is interpreted as merely the original / initiated icon image information prior to 
adding the user identity / password security information into the icon, (b) Duroj teaches the user 
can drop and drag an icon / graphics as a user identity and password that matches the icon 
pixels stored on the card (i.e. a plurality of predetermined places to meet the claim language) in 
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order to connect the card to a domain server (i.e. start a communication session) (Duroj: 
Column 3 Line 36 - 55) and (c) according to the instant specification, the embedded-information 
determining unit determines whether the start information necessary for initiating a log-in 
session is embedded in the icon image specified by the image specifying unit. In other words , 
the embedded-information determining unit determines whether a user ID and a password the 
icon image are embedded in the icon image (SPEC: Para [0068]: i.e. the start information is 
indeed a user ID and password information ). Therefore, Duroj does teach having start 
information which is different from the icon mage pixels and it is additional information, 
embedded in a plurality of predetermined places uniquely associated with the user within the 
icon image, different from the icon image pixels making up the original icon image and as such 
Applicant's arguments are respectfully traversed. 

5. Furthermore, Applicant argues the prior-art requires a plurality of user to use their own 
icon images different from other users' and, thus, the plurality of users cannot use the same 
icon image (Remarks: Page 8 / Last Para). Examiner respectfully disagrees because, 
according to the instant specification, the icon image information is indeed uniquely 
corresponding to each of the user when it is determined that the start information (i.e. user 
identity / password) is embedded in the icon image (SPEC: Para [0019] Line 13 - 15) and 
thereby the instant specification also discloses the plurality of users cannot use the same icon 
image and such Applicant's arguments are respectfully traversed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 9 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Duroj (U.S. 
Patent 6,804,702). 

As per claim 9, 11, 13 and 15, Duroj teaches a session initiating method (Duroj: Column 
3 Line 35 - 55), the session initiating method comprising: 

specifying an icon image including an original icon image (Duroj: Column 3 Line 36 - 55: 
(a) the original icon image , as recited in the claim, is interpreted as merely the original / initiated 
icon image information prior to adding the user identity / password security information into the 
icon, (b) Duroj teaches the user can drop and drag an icon / graphics as a user identity and 
password that matches the icon pixels stored on the card); 

determining whether start information necessary for initiating a session for a user is 
embedded in a plurality of predetermined places uniquely associated with the user within the 
icon image, the start information being additional information different from the icon image pixels 
making up the original icon image (Duroj: Column 3 Line 36 - 55: the user can drop and drag an 
icon / graphics as a user identity and password that matches the icon pixels stored on the card 
(i.e. a plurality of predetermined places to meet the claim language) in order to connect the card 
to a domain server (i.e. start a communication session)); 

extracting the start information from the icon image based on an algorithm that is unique 
to the user when it is determined that the start information is embedded in the icon image 
(Duroj: Column 3 Line 49 - 55); 
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setting-up the session (Duroj: Column 3 Line 35 - 40); 

inputting, during the setting up, the start information (Duroj: Column 3 Line 36 - 55); 

verifying whether the start information input satisfies a condition for initiating the session 
(Duroj: Column 3 Line 36 - 55); and 

controlling the session based on a result of the verifying, wherein, 

when it is verified that the start information satisfies the condition, the controlling 
includes initiating the session (Duroj: Column 3 Line 36 - 55), and 

when it is verified that the start information does not satisfy the condition, the controlling 
includes aborting the session (Duroj: Column 3 Line 36 - 55). 

As per claim 10 and 12, Duroj teaches the start information includes an identification and 
a password of the user (Duroj: Column 3 Line 47). 

As per claim 14 and 16, Duroj as modified teaches the user information includes an 
identification and a password of the user necessary for initiating the session (Duroj: Column 3 
Line 35 - 40: user remote log-on to a network to initiate a user log-in session after the start-up 
authentication with a domain server). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to LONGBIT CHAI whose telephone number is (571)272-3788. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Longbit Chai/ 



Longbit Chai Ph.D. 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2131 
3/24/2008 



